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ANDERSON LEADS CANADIAN CHARGE OVER JAPAN IN FIRST DAY OF 

WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL AT THE LONDON 2012 PARALYMPMICS 

(LONDON) The Canadian Men’s Wheelchair Basketball Team opened their London 2012 
Paralympic Games with a 68-53 win over Japan. Patrick Anderson, of Fergus, Ontario, led 
the charge, scoring all of Canada’s 16 points in the first quarter as part of an impressive 
29-point half, in which he scored the first 23 points for Canada.  

“It's not something I've done before at this level, but I always try to have a strong start to 
build confidence for the team,” said Anderson. 

Anderson finished with a game-high 32 points and 13 rebounds, going 15-for-21 (71%) 
from the field, nearly matching his career-best single game total of 35 points (in a semi-
final win over the Netherlands at the 2004 Paralympics).   

“In terms of effort and focus, I think we met our goals,” said Anderson.  

“For a few guys this is their first Paralympics, and for all of us it’s a different stage then 
we’re used to, so to handle those early first game jitters and get those out of the way is a 
very good thing.”  

Anderson’s also set a Canadian men’s Paralympic record for most two-pointers in a game 
with 15, besting his previous marker of 14 (set against Great Britain in 2000). 

“It was like in the movie 'The Avengers', when they see the bad guys coming, one of them 
says, 'They have an army', and the other says, 'But we have a hawk'. We have Patrick 
Anderson and he's one of the best players in the world. We had a good game plan. We'd 
played them (Japan) before, so we know their threats and how to counter them. We played 
a really good defensive game, with real team defence, and we had a height advantage that 
we were able to use,” said Team Canada co-captain David Eng. 

Bo Hedges, of Wonowon, British Columbia, chipped in 12 points, while Yvon Rouillard, of 
Montreal, Quebec, scored six for Canada.  

Japan mounted an unsuccessful comeback late in the game, outscoring Canada 22-15 in 
the final quarter. The Japanese were led by Reo Fujimoto, who alongside Anderson, also 
had a double-double, finishing with 16 points and 11 rebounds. 



 

  

Next up, Canada will face hometown Great Britain Friday August 31st at 9:15pm BST. The 
two teams recently played each other in a four-game series, with Canada winning three 
times. 

For more information on Canada’s wheelchair basketball teams at the Paralympic Games, 
visit www.wheelchairbasketball.ca/London_2012_Paralympic_Games.aspx  
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About Team Canada: 

The Senior Men’s National Team is amongst the top wheelchair basketball teams in the 
world. The Canadian Men are the defending silver medallists from the 2008 Beijing 
Paralympic Games. They won back-to-back Paralympic gold medals in 2000 and 2004 and 
have reached the podium at five of the last six consecutive World Championships. 

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada 

Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body responsible for the 
organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a non-profit, charitable organization 
that is the Canadian member to the International Wheelchair Basketball Federation 
(IWBF). 

Wheelchair basketball is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, competitive sport that has emerged as 
one of the most competitive and athletic sports played at the Paralympic Games. Our 
senior national teams are held in high esteem around the world for the elite skill and 
control that placed them on the podium with a combined five gold and one silver medal in 
the last five Paralympic Games.  

For more information, or to schedule an interview contact: 
 
Jody Kingsbury, Manager 
Press Attaché in London 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 011-44-7510-875-848 
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

Brock Smith, Assistant 
Communications & Media Relations 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
T: 613-260-1296 ext. 203 
bsmith@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wheelchairbasketball.ca/London_2012_Paralympic_Games.aspx�
mailto:jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca�
mailto:bsmith@wheelchairbasketball.ca�


 

For all the latest information follow us: 
 
Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca 
Facebook: facebook.com/wheelchairbasketball 
Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada 
YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball  
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